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The “"Do-It-Yourself” Weddings
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Have a cup of coffee.

If you have just announced your engagement, you probably have
more help for your wedding than you anticipated. I refer to you now
as “a person of interest”. Everybody’s talking about you. Here are a
few (or more) tips that can help you through the difficult time of
telling “Aunt Betty” that you would prefer flowers from the florist.
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Recognize your strengths. You're about to get married to this
wonderful guy (or girl) and you have every right to be excited.
Become a better listener.

Be patient with others. Planning a wedding means you will be
dealing with a lot of different personalities.

. Take up a craft or hobby. Having something to do on the side

will give you something to do in your “down” time.

Spend time with distant friends, either on the internet or phone.
Read news about finances from a variety of sources.

Buy season tickets to the opera for yourself and a friend.

Visit a variety of restaurants.

I know you’re wondering if these tips will steer you in the right
direction. The primary concern was to give you advice on how to deal



with people who voluntarily meddle in your affairs. People mean well.
Planning for a wedding is no time to make enemies, especially with
family. Decide what things you need done and delegate those
responsibilities. Check up on the progress periodically, but don’t
become overwhelmed with anything. You can get involved with your
own wedding. Do it because you have a passion and not because
you're trying to save money. Save money by cutting down the guest
list. That’s where most of the expense for a wedding comes in. Don’t
sacrifice your desire to have fresh flowers. Buy the ones in season.
Meet with at least three wedding consultants. A professional wedding
consultant, one with good connections, can save you lots of money.
You can have the wedding of your dreams.

By the way, give “Aunt Betty” the task of making flowers for the
rehearsal dinner or another special function. She will never forget it.

Have fun!
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